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fonctions and purposes of these races. Only ^
we understand this, can we have a fall grasp of
the problem of civilisations and their history-
Theosophy says that these races are no mere
accidental emergences on the surface of humanity-
They have some definite purposes to achieve. The
sole purpose, in general terms, of these races i^
to gradually help human beings to turn potenti-
alities into power. We have seen that an indivx-^
dual in his life passes through various phases
of consciousness and as he rises highet and
higher in his psychological evolution, he perceives
greater and greater beauty of the   universal
creation. Every rise in the level of consciousness
enables an individual to grasp a fuller and fuller
conception of life. Now a race has just to do this^r
viz to supply an objective environment so as to
help individuals comprising it to rise to new levels
of consciousness It is because of this that we
tind in the life of races this same existence of diff-
erent levels of consciousness The function of each
Race is to masster one phase of consciousness^
so that individuals born in it might be enabled
to rise to a higher consciousness which another
Root Race must represent In order to make